
 

Dear IODA Members, 
 
My name is Sasha B. Farley and I am seeking the opportunity to serve as your General Vice 
President (GVP). I would like to share with you all how I got involved with IODA and what I hope to 
bring to IODA through the GVP role. 
 
I first learned about IODA from Enrique Zaldivar as I was completing my Masters in OD. Since then, 
I have been lucky enough to connect and learn from many IODA members through conferences, 
webinars, and attending my first annual IODA conference in Chile in 2019. Since then, I have co-
presented and co-designed a few sessions for the virtual 2021 ODWS conference on topics ranging 
from centering emerging practitioner’s perspectives, sharing my research into global OD values, 
and exploring OD and climate change. I am also co-hosting a podcast called Transformation 
Horizon, sponsored by IODA, that seeks to highlight stories of people from around the world who 
use an OD lens to positively impact their society and community. Through this work I have been 
able to interact with many IODA members and participate in many IODA events, all of which 
continue to show me how unique and special IODA is.  
 
Through these experiences I learned that the IODA community is special in how it combines 2 
main factors. First, IODA members come from all over the world and each of you bring your own 
unique perspectives, ideas, and realms of impact to create a powerful community. Second, IODA 
has thrived at creating a welcoming space that supports and encourages the sharing of unique, 
non-traditional ideas and applications of OD. This open and nurturing community helps IODA 
members to continually explore, grow, and innovate in how we each explore and apply OD in our 
work, whether it’s in research, academia, or working with clients/our own communities.  
 
I strongly feel this combination is unique to IODA and not something I have experienced with 
other professional organizations, and it is what keeps me engaged and excited about being a 
member of IODA. This same environment and culture drew me to run for GVP. I believe the IODA 
community has the potential to have a positive impact on the world and that IODA itself can help 
achieve this impact by enhancing and updating the ways we organize and support our members.  
 
In my time as GVP, I would leverage my experience supporting Executives in identifying areas of 
opportunity, developing strategic plans, and driving positive change to work with the President 
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and Executive Committee to develop and implement strategies for IODA to fulfill its vision and 
mission while still aligning to its values.  
 
Specifically, as GVP I would like to explore ways to increase membership, attract younger 
members, and increase IODA’s ability to create meaningful connections and experiences for our 
members. In addition, my approach for serving as GVP will include engaging directly with IODA 
members in a variety of ways to learn about your needs, wants, and ideas. Afterall, IODA’s purpose 
is to make an impact on the global OD community, but first and foremost it is here to be a 
beneficial resource to its members to do so. 
 
As a starting point for helping achieve my above goals, I plan to help IODA explore ways it can 
better leverage collaborative technology to provide numerous and varied opportunities for both 
synchronous and asynchronous sharing of ideas, experiences, and community regardless of 
where you are located and when you are available to participate. In addition, I will work in 
conjunction with the other VPs to identify and establish mutually beneficial 
partnerships/collaborations with other organizations and institutions (including smaller 
community-based organizations) to provide useful and interesting opportunities for IODA 
members. These collaborations and partnerships will focus on allowing IODA members to engage 
with others around areas of expressed interest and support IODA’s ability to achieve its purpose of 
building a global community to unleash human potential in organizations and communities.  
 

I know I am newer to the OD field and the IODA community, but I feel my perspective can help 
strengthen and expand IODA’s current approaches and engagements to help tackle challenges in 
new ways.  
 
I look forward to potentially getting to serve and support you all as your General Vice President.  
 
Feel free to reach out to me if you have any questions or just want to talk (whether you vote for 
me or not 😉😉). I love connecting with members of the IODA community, so my door (or email) is 
always open. 
 
All the best, 
 
Sasha B. Farley 
 
Sashafarley1@gmail.com 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sashafarley/ 
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